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GUIDELINES FOR APPLICANTS 		
Isle of Bute BID Business Improvement Grant 2025/26                                                     
               
To support economic development, the Isle of Bute Business Improvement District (BID) is inviting funding applications from Levy Payers who are looking to make improvements to their business. Preference will be given to applications using local suppliers and applicants should attach two quotes wherever possible.
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
Applicants can apply for up to £1,000 including VAT to support up to 50% of eligible costs.  Applications that exceed this value and demonstrate that the funding will support significant improvement, will be considered by the Bute BID Board on a case-by-case basis.  The decision to award any funding greater than this value and rate of support, is at the discretion of the Board.  
The 50% required contribution from business owners can be supported through in-kind costs.  This can be non-monetary goods or services.  Please note that volunteer time is calculated should be calculated at a standard of £20 per hour.  If you feel comfortable and experienced enough to undertake the work yourself to a high quality, you can make an application for grant funding towards the cost of goods only. 
There is a set budget available for the grant scheme of £20,000. Applications are considered on a first come first served basis.
Please note that payment of the grant will only be made once invoices or receipts and proof of payment have been submitted.
All funding must be spent and funding claims submitted by 31st March 2026.

	You can apply if your business:

· Is within the Isle of Bute BID Boundary.
· Is paying the BID Levy or an Associate Membership fee.
· Is up to date with your BID Levy payments


	You can apply for a grant for:

· Improvements to the physical appearance of the outside of your business premises; costs such as decoration, renewed signage, outside lighting, awnings, and replacement of exterior features.
· Improvements to the physical appearance of the interior of your business premises; costs such as decoration, renewed fixtures and fittings.
· Business development support; costs such as marketing fees, website development.
· Equipment; costs such as the purchase of kitchen equipment within hospitality premises.


	You cannot apply for:

· Funding for work already started or completed.
· Any costs towards the core running of your business such as utilities and staff costs.  If you need support with this type of expenditure, you may find support following these links: Advice for businesses and local authorities - Energy Saving Trust and Helping people into work | Argyll and Bute Council


	Before applying you should check: 

· That you have the owner’s permission to undertake the work (we may need evidence to show this).
· Whether you require planning permission for the proposed work:
· Planning Permission is required for any alteration that ‘materially affects the external appearance of a building, including canopies/awnings and external security features (and painting within Conservation Areas).’
· Listed Building Consent may also be required in Conservation areas, or for original 19th or 20th Century shop frontages.  You can search for your address to find out whether your property is listed via the following link: https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support/listing-scheduling-and-designations/listed-buildings/search-for-a-listed-building/
· Many proposed signs require advertising consent. 
· Please note that properties included within the Rothesay Conservation Area will be subject to additional controls.  

Further planning guidance is available at http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/planning-permission. 

Please contact the Planning Team at Argyll and Bute Council for further advice:    

Email: planning.olandi@argyll-bute.gov.uk; 
Tel.01546 605518
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