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Welcome to our February newsletter. Within it you will find some of the
projects relating to what the BID board is working on with BID Manager,
John Weir. The function of the Bute BID is the planning for the island in
the short, medium and long term for our levy payers.  We have been
engaging with several key players that we will be positively partnering
and working alongside in the future. 
Our BID manager has been in post for just six weeks. I am sure you will
appreciate it takes time to meet stakeholders, formulate and agree strategies,
and confirm action plans. During this short time John has undertaken a great
number of meetings with Argyll and Bute Council officials, local schools,
VisitScotland, local councillors and Calmac to name but a few. He also had
meetings with several Bute businesses who have requested help with various
problems or challenges they face. Our commitment to fulfilling the 3 main
outcomes of the Bute BID business plan as completed back in 2019 by Bute
based businesses – marketing & promotion, environment & image, and
business support - requires that these continued conversations will foster
strong relationships that the island BID will have with key decision makers. 
It is the BID Board's intention to share with the levy payers the many
achievements and all our actions that we take on your behalf. We
appreciate the interest of the levy payers so far, and are keen to show
you the many projects that will be undertaken to improve the island as
a wonderful place to live, work and visit!  On behalf of the BID I would
like to thank you for your patience in waiting for some visible action. 
Finally, it is not our intention to have a monthly paper newsletter. Following this
one, we will issue one mid-year and pre-Christmas. Regular updates will appear
on our website and facebook page. The BID manager will send out, as and when
appropriate, any information which may be of benefit to businesses as
happened during the Covid restrictions. I would therefore strongly recommend
you register your email contact details to receive additional information. Best
wishes for a superb 2022 season!

John Glen 
Chairman, Isle of Bute BID

"Enhancing the
true fabric of Bute"

John Glen,
Chairperson

Bute BID



Memories
are made
when you Visit BUTE

Bute Business Meetings! bid walking tour
volunteers wanted!
After a number of extremely fruitful meetings with
various tour operators, the owners of the Waverley
Paddle Steamer and the Majestic Cruise Liners -
the Bute BID are looking to recruit volunteer Bute
Ambassadors who will meet and greet visitors for
scheduled walking tours and information stops.
These Bute Ambassadors can be anyone from Bute
and should have a sound knowledge of the island.
We would love to see a whole range of age
groups, young, teen and 'ahem' spritely older Bute
residents who would love to show the island off at
its very best to our visitors. The tours will be
scheduled and organised via the Bute BID. So if
you fancy showing Rothesay off to its best for a
short walking informative tour then get on board! If
you are interested in a Bute Ambassador position,
please email John at johnweir@butebid.com.

The Bute BID board and BID Manager are planning to
hold business forums for each levy paying sector
(retail, hospitality, manufacturing etc) when the BID
gets the opportunity to update attendees on our
progress to date. The Bute BID business plan had a
number of key outcomes that you - the businesses
wanted us to focus on and how YOU see this island
progressing. These meetings will commence on the
week of the 11th and 17th of March. We encourage you
again to enter your business contact details into our
CONTACT US PAGE. This will keep you updated with
all our announcements and activities as we progress
with fine tuning, detailing and actioning the Bute BID
business plan.

The BID board is working to deliver all three main outcomes from the BID business plan.
Created by the islands' businesses via a large scale questionnaire back in 2019, one crucial
outcome was the emphasis on efficient and targeted marketing of Bute to a national
and wider international audience.  All Bute BID levy payers will now have a more equal
access to Bute island marketing, as Visit Bute will now operate under the arm of the Bute
BID on behalf of YOU!  We thank the VB team for their contribution over recent years. The
VB brand will be retained however, the VB website will undergo updating and operate on a
wider market exposure and offer members a range of new benefits and facilities. The BID
board are currently in talks with The Argyll and the Isles Tourism Co-operative (AITC) who
manage the Wild About Argyll (WAA) website and social media platforms.  All Bute
marketing and outward facing promotional projects will be delivered with regular updating
through AITC. We encourage our readers to look at the reach and professional marketing
capability that the WAA team manage for their West Coast partners. There is a fantastic
freelance job opportunity attached to AITC.  The position of a 'Community Engagement
Agent' by AITC are looking for a tourism savvy individual who will work on Bute and liaise
with all our ground level partners and groups on the island. The role will entail 10 hours a
week. and all information gathered will be fed to AITC and used to benefit our marketing
positioning to our visitors! More details later on in this newsletter. For full details see the
BID website and FB page.

Bute BID Administrator Position
The Bute BID is looking to recruit an office administrator to work alongside the
BID Manager. A challenging and exciting position, the successful candidate
should have customer facing experience and can demonstrate excellent
communication skills, administration and computer literacy with both Word
and Excel. The role requires the candidate to be motivated, maintain
confidentiality and have the ability to work independently on behalf of the BID
members.  The hours of work are 35 per week with a salary of £18,200 per
annum. To apply send a CV and full details to BID Manager @
johnweir@butebid.com. Closing date for applications is noon on Friday 11th of
March 2022. Please share to anyone you know who would love this job!

mailto:johnweir@butebid.com


The job of painting the railings, bollards and a
number of shelters in Rothesay for the spring will be
given to professional painters based on Bute.  The
scope of the work will be detailed on the BID website
and BID facebook page.  The tender will require price
for only time given, as painting materials will be
supplied by Argyll and Bute Council. We need the
painting completed prior to Easter, so the deadline
for applicants will be 4th March. Please share far and
wide to any person you feel may be interested in
applying for the work. 

Most of the locals on the island know just how hard Iain
Gillespie has worked over the years, alongside his brother
and a number of volunteers to keep the islands railings,
bollards, benches and Victorian Street lamps painted in the
familiar 'Rothesay Blue'. Earning a well deserved rest, Iain
and his team will hand the reins over to the Bute BID to
undertake a major painting effort to finish the areas that
need a freshening up, including the railings out towards
the Pavilion, the flower pots and four shelters along the
front. On behalf of everyone on and off the island that
appreciated Iain's selfless efforts for the
community...THANK YOU!  (And please enjoy your REAL
retirement!)

More GREAT news is that the Board have approved a local
island based cleaning agent to begin tackling a great number of
'GROT SPOTS' that were identified in a large scale walk-through

audit of the island's road and street infrastructure. This is an
initial tackle of our businesses concern for Bute's

ENVIRONMENT AND IMAGE.  The programme will commence
over the next few weeks. Martin Ferguson will be working to

clean street landscapes and street signs in an effort to tidy up
the island. This will now be an annual BID project undertaken.

Working with Joe McCabe and his team, we hope locals and
tourists alike will see the differences this initial SPRING CLEAN
will make to the area!  Alongside this our council operators will
be increasing their collection of street litter. An agreement has

been reached with the cleaning department regarding the
amount of dog mess around. Increased vigilance from wardens

and if necessary CCTV will be used. To assist the team, if YOU
know of an individual who constantly allows their dog to foul in

public areas please inform either the BID manager or the
cleansing department direct. All information will be treated as

anonymous. If you see something you think the BID Clean Team
should tackle, please get in touch with us at info@butebid.com

The Discovery Centre cinema remains closed,
much to the frustration of both the staff and
locals. This week the BID was informed that

the reason is due to legislation requiring new
ventilation provision. The work to be

undertaken is currently out with procurement.
In the meantime, the management has

arranged for 'Screen Scene', a mobile cinema,
to visit the island at the end of February and

early March. www.screenmachine.co.uk. 
 Apparently there was so much interest when

it was announced that the booking site
crashed! Such is the demand from movie

goers on the island. 
 

A new 
home for the

BID
When the BID on Bute was being formulated to be
voted upon, we were fortunate enough to have use of
the former TSB bank as an office.  This has been
recently sold, and the lease was terminated in
December 2021. When a BID begins in any area, where
possible the Local Authority would provide the use of
premises which they own as an office and meeting
space. Unfortunately such a premises does not exist
on the island. The BID board has identified three
places after discussing with various commercial
landlords, which would be suitable for an office space
based on location and affordability. The Board’s
decision will be announced after the next board
meeting. It's our aim to be in the new premises by
early March in time for the new season. The location
of the premises will provide great visibility for
members and visitors. The inclusion of Visit Bute will
allow us to cater for the visitors to the island and
assist them with their needs. 

BUTE'S FAVOURITE VOLUNTEER

The BID is
with...

Iain Gillespie

BUTE'S STREET
SCENE CLEAN!

Great News
Glenburn!

 It has reached our ears that Bespoke Hotels are in 
 final discussions to determine the terms of the
sale of the Glenburn Hotel! Superb news for the
island as our largest island hotel HOPEFULLY will
soon be open again to the public.  We expect the

new owners will announce a full press release and
share with us all their plans for the building.

JOB OPPORTUNITY!

DISCOVERYDISCOVERY  
CENTRE CINEMA UPDATECENTRE CINEMA UPDATE

A welcome addition to
Bute's food scene is the

opening of a new
restaurant at Ambience on

Victoria Street. Born in
Bradford Daniel Archibald
spent a considerable time

in South Africa. This
venture brings his dream

of a Bistro to life with a nod
to South African cuisine on

the menu!

https://www.screenmachine.co.uk/


All Bute levy payers now belong to a fundamental body of businesses that are working together for the benefit of
their island.  Now a stronger voice for Bute, both funders and our council must engage with us in a meaningful way
when we raise our concerns and what we believe Bute needs as an island.  Every Bute BID board member is both
a levy payer and a business owner on this island.  This makes the BID a perfect vehicle to illuminate Bute to
opportunities that would otherwise have passed it by.  To that end, the AITC is the strategic destination marketing
and management organisation for the entire Argyll & Bute region on the west coast of Scotland. The Bute BID is
delighted to present a fantastic job opportunity as a COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AGENT FOR BUTE.  This will be a
paid role, and the costs are covered by the AITC and the Highlands and Islands Enterprise.  The role is an
interesting one in that the candidate will ensure that the AITC actively works with our communities across our
destination and have up to date information on (member and non-member business) and visitor needs. The job
requires a tourism speciality, and will be 10 hours a week. It will be offered on a Freelance, Fixed Term Basis up to
31st March 2023, with a 3-month probation. Full job description and details on how to apply are on the BID
website and FB page. Please share this with anyone you feel would be great for that position!

 The Bute BID will collaborate with 'For
Bute' and 'Bute in Bloom' to ensure the

gardens, flower boxes and hanging
baskets they manage on the island will

be ready in time for the new 2022
season.

'WHAT ELSE HAS BEEN
GOING ON BID?'

Discussions between the BID and
our Local Authority on the issue of

the Rothesay Victorian toilets being
closed.  It has been agreed to open

them on a more regular basis,
thereby providing a much needed
public facility for the upcoming

Spring and Summer season.
 

In discussion with the relevant
managers at Argyll and Bute
Council, Bute BID has been told that
the essential piling work will
resume within the outer harbour,
possibly in March.  The winter
weather being the main obstacle for
the restart of the project.  However,  
when finished these step on and off
pontoons will be a fantastic asset to
Bute's Maritime landscape.           

Discussions have taken place between the
BID manager and Mount Stuart

management regarding the parking of
caravans on the south side of Ettrick Bay.

The caravans parked on that land have
now been removed as have the broken
picnic tables. Discussions continue to

explore how facilities at Ettrick Bay can be
provided that allow visitors, campervans

and caravans be managed ensuring all can
enjoy the delights of the fantastic bay.

Well, le
t us tel

l you!!

The return of an islander, Mhairi
Mackenzie has brought a shut shop back

to life in the most colourful way! In
Castle Street expect lots of great gifts

and cards all with a humorous Scottish
twist from their iconic Highland Cow
necklaces to a more subtle take on a
certain Scottish wafer! Mhairi and her
family recently returned to live here

after missing the island during
lockdown. Isle of Bute Coffee Company

have set up a speciality coffee 'Brew Bar'
within the shop. The Isle of Bute Coffee

Company is a partnership between
Mhairi Mackenzie of Bonnie Bling and

Lisa Lawson of Dear Green Coffee
Roasters (Lisa is a Brandane who was

born on the island).  So! Jump in and get
yourself a coffee, and find out more of
what Bonnie Bling and the Isle of Bute

Coffee Company have planned for us all!
 

WEB: www.butebid.com
BUTE BID MANAGER:

johnweir@butebid.com
BUTE BID MANAGER MOBILE
NUMBER  T: 0752 212 0575
GENERAL ENQUIRIES TO:

info@butebid.com
TO JOIN OUR MAILING LIST VISIT

WEBSITE AND PUT YOUR DETAILS
INTO OUR CONTACT PAGE

LET'S BE IN IT TO WIN IT FOR BUTE!

CONTACT DETAILS FOR BUTE BID

http://www.butebid.com/
mailto:johnweir@butebid.com
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